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NORTHAMPTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF SCRUTINY PANEL 2 - MUSEUM TRUST  
(PRE-DECISION SCRUTINY) 

 
Wednesday, 27 July 2016 

 
 
COUNCILLORS 
PRESENT: 
 
 
 
OFFICERS 
 
 
 
 
MEMBER OF 
THE PUBLIC 

Councillor Jamie Lane (Chair),  Councillor Sally Beardsworth (Deputy 
Chair); Councillors Jane Birch, Arthur McCutcheon, Brian Sargeant 
and Sam Shaw 
 
 
Julie Seddon, Director for Customers and Communities 
Nick Gordon, Cultural Services Manager 
Tracy Tiff, Scrutiny Officer 
 
 
 
Robert Moore 
 

 
   
 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

There were none. 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (INCLUDING WHIPPING) 

There were none. 
 
3. DEPUTATIONS AND PUBLIC ADDRESSES 

There were none. 
 
4. MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held on 14 July 2016 were signed by the Chair as a true and 
accurate record. 
 
5. CHAIR'S DRAFT REPORT 

 The Scrutiny Panel considered the Chair’s draft report. 

 
The Scrutiny Panel heard that a report on the establishment of a Museum Trust would not 
now be presented to Cabinet in September 2016 as was the plan earlier as enough 
detailed work had not yet been completed for a robust decision to be made.  The decision 
on whether to approve the establishment of a Museum Trust would need to be made at 
cabinet by December 2017, although there may be progress reports to Cabinet between 
now and then depending on the views of the Cabinet Member and Leader.  It was 
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highlighted that the process of investigating a Museum Trust would  continue to the agreed 
timeline and would still be ready to go live ahead of the opening of the refurbished 
museum. 
 
The Chair felt that it would be useful therefore for this report of the Scrutiny Panel to be 
presented to Cabinet at its meeting on 7 September 2016 and it would be requested that 
Officers present updates to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee at three monthly 
intervals.  It may then be felt that the Committee would convene a new Working Group to 
continue throughout the process. 
 
AGREED: That the report of Scrutiny Panel 3 is approved and presented to the 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee at its meeting on 15 August 2016 for approval.  The 
report would then be presented to Cabinet at its meeting on 7 September 2016. 
 
 
The meeting concluded at 6:30 pm 
 
 


